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FLQQE PSBATE

cessation p r o g r a m s  or to t ake care of t hem  after they come down 
with some s m o k e - r e l a t e d  disease. So in either case, w e . ..we end 
u p . ..we en d  up a winner. I don't t h i n k  we n e e d  t o . ..to
apologize for tak i n g  m o n e y  from a p r o d uct  t hat even t h o u g h  it's
not illegal, does cause m a n y  p roblems in m a n y  lives, and I don't 
think we n e e d  to apologize for saying we w ant some of t h a t  money 
to h elp t ake care of yo u  w hen you bec o m e  ill w i t h  these k ind of 
diseases that's caus e d  by the fact t hat yo u  u s e d  cigarettes 
sometime in your life. I'm like S e nator Chambers, I d o n ' t  smoke 
either and ne v e r  di d  smoke. An d  I'd just have to add that 
Senator C hambers d o esn't chew b e cause p e o p l e  w i t h  bea r d s  look 
terrible w h e n  that runs d own the front of th e i r  be a r d  so that's 
w h y ...t h a t 's one reason wh y  he w o u l d  n e v e r  c h e w . A n d ...and
that's good. But regardless, and b y  th e  way, I d o n ' t  chew
either. But, you know, it's easy to stand arou n d  and t a l k  and 
say, well, the other guy pa y  t h e . . .pay the tax, bu t  w h a t  we're 
really say i n g  i s . ..

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SPEAKER VRTISKA: ...you're payi n g  your own way. If yo u  become
ill w i t h  some d i s e a s e  that's caused by the use of t o bacco in any 
form, t h e n  somehow yo u  should be p r e p a r e d  to h e l p  p a y  the costs 
that we ev e n t u a l l y  incur t h rough the us e  o f ...of a legal product 
and has b e e n  indicated, it's legal. There's no do u b t  about it. 
So is alcohol but, yo u  know, we h ave to charge a t ax on alcohol 
to take c are of some of the p r oblems that come about by 
excessive drinking. So, in any event, I do n ' t  think w e ' r e  out 
of line b y  r e q u esting that we raise this ta x  u p  to 30 cents, and 
I'm going to c ontinue to support the idea o f ...of p u t t i n g  an 
extra tax on, not o n l y . . .not only just s p e c i f i c a l l y  to t ake care 
of our short f a l l  w h i c h  we have, but also l o oking at the 
long-term effect of s m oking and how we can h e l p  take care of 
those who beco m e  add i c t e d  and e v e n tually have h e a l t h  problems. 
So I think it's a fair tax, and I can't u n d e r s t a n d  wh y  as many 
peopl e wh o  stand up h ere that don't smoke are somehow 
b o t h e r e d . ..

SP EAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.

SENATOR VRTISKA: ...by...thank you.


